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Applicant(s) 

Granger et al 
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Art Unit 

3628 




~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE three MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX <6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C, § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Nov 20, 2002 . 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-final. 

SlD Since this application is in condition for allowance except for format matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice \}r\6er Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-8, 10-18, 20-24, 26-40, 42-57, and 60-63 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) K Claim(s) 1-8, 10-18, 20-24, 26-40, and 42 is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 43-57 and 60-63 is/are rejected. 

7) □ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

lOlD The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 dD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
B)U All b)D Some* c)U None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

1 5) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 1 8) □ Interview Summary {PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

16) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTa948) 19) Q Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

17) CD Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper Nots). 20) Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed on November 20, 2002, which 
papers has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 19, 25, 41, and 64 are canceled. Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-24, 26-40, 42-57, and 
60-63 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-24, 26-40, 42-57, and 
60-63 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter/Reasons for Allowance 

4. Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-24, 26-40, and 42 are allowable over the prior arts of cited record 
because none of the reference taken individually or in combination discloses/teaches the 
obviousness of: An in-vehicle promotions system installed in a vehicle, comprising: the 
controller automatically outputs the promotional information to the interior display based on the 
position data indicating that the vehicle is in a predetermined position in relation to the 
commercial entity. 



• 
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Art Unit: 3628 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 43-57 and 60-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter, particularly, an abstract idea. 

The invention as recited in the claims is merely an abstract idea that is not within the 
technological arts. Mere ideas in the abstract (i.e., abstract idea, law of nature, natural 
phenomena) that do not apply, involve, use, or advance the technological arts fail to promote the 
"progress of science and the useful arts" (i.e., the physical sciences as opposed to social sciences, 
for example) and therefore are found to be non-statutory subject matter. Moreover, claims 43-57 
and 60-63 recite a method comprises a series of steps for distributing promotions information, 
the claims do not recite any machine or apparatus for performing the series of steps in the 
method. Therefore, the claims are non-statutory, because they are directed solely to an abstract 
idea without practical application in the technological arts. 



Conclusion 

Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-24, 26-40, and 42 are allowable. 
Claims 43-57 and 60-63 are rejected. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Nga B. Nguyen, whose telephone number is (703)306-2901. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough, can be reached on (703)308-0505. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-1 113. 

9. Any response to this action should be mail to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
c/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 305-7687, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

or: 

(703) 308-3961 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Seventh Floor (Receptionist). 
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